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 COVID-19 virus  

Thinking of all of you as we live through this challenge in our life with 

social distancing and what the future holds. With modern medicine and 

public health measures we have learnt to live with emerging viruses. The 

transition will not be easy – will come at a cost of life and livelihood. But 

we managed to control SARS; we developed new treatments and 

vaccines for Ebola and have changed HIV, a potentially life-threatening 

virus, into a chronic manageable infection. With good hygiene, a 

reasonably effective vaccine and medications and a prepared medical 

system, we have learnt to live with influenza. Thus, should it come to it, 

we will find a way to live with the COVID-19 virus – just as we have 

managed with the others. 

 

I thought with spending so much time practising social distancing this would be a good time to update the 

information on the Guindon family for this long awaited edition of the Guindon newsletter. 

 

First of all a reminder that 

our renowned artist Jean-

Yves Guindon has met 

many accomplishments 

over the years.  

If you would like to follow him be sure and checkout his 

website to keep updated on his many events.  

http://guindonjy.com/nouvelles 

 

The Guindon’s in North America  
by Bernard Guindon and Raymond Piche 
 

Our big news to share with you is a huge undertaking to record every Guindon in North America and share it 

with the world on this website: https://www.nosorigines.qc.ca/GenealogieQuebec.aspx?

genealogie=Guindon_Jean&pid=328817 

Bernard Guindon – email: bernard.guindon@sympatico.ca 
102-100, rue du Pomerol 
Sainte-Marthe-sur-le-Lac, QC, J0N 1P0 
 
Raymond Piche – email RAYMOND.GEN@VIDEOTRON.CA 

 

http://guindonjy.com/nouvelles
https://www.nosorigines.qc.ca/GenealogieQuebec.aspx?genealogie=Guindon_Jean&pid=328817
https://www.nosorigines.qc.ca/GenealogieQuebec.aspx?genealogie=Guindon_Jean&pid=328817
mailto:bernard.guindon@sympatico.ca
mailto:RAYMOND.GEN@VIDEOTRON.CA
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GUINDON CONNECTIONS 

 

RAYMOND PICHE—RAYMOND.GEN@VIDEOTRON.CA 
Sat, Aug 24, 2019 
 
My name is Raymond Piché, and my mother's name was Judith Guindon. I was at the 2000 Guindon 
Family Reunion in Hammond and was a member of the Guindon's association for many years. 
 
The reason I am writing to you today is because I have started to identify all the Guindon descendants and 
will use the ‘Nos Origines’ website (available in French and English) to publish all the information about our 

family members with my little-little-little cousin Bernard Guindon which I believe some of you know.  
I am myself a descendant of Jean Guindon, first son of Pierre Guesdon. I will try to identify as many 
of the descendants of Pierre Guesdon, and the way the Guindon's have dispersed themselves in 
North America. 
 
I have been collecting Guindon's info for twenty years and have a lot of info, but I am still finding 
more everyday. So, I would appreciate it if you could send me the info you have on the Guindon's in 
your family so I could compare it with my info, and possibly we can help each other verify our 
information. Thanks in advance 
Your little-little-little cousin 
Raymond Piché 
 

RAYMOND PICHÉ 

Judith Guindon, Married 04-07-1940 St-Joseph of Montréal Roger Piché  

Albert Guindon, Married 02-08-1910 St-Lazare of Vaudreuil Malvina Ménard 

Maxime Guindon, Married 11-02-1979 Ste-Madeleine of Rigaud Joséphine Bédard 

Olivier Guindon, Married 05-10-1847 Ste-Marthe of Vaudreuil Adéline Pilon 

François-Xavier Guindon, Married 20-01-1823 St-Benoit of Deux-Montagnes Marguerite Brazeau 

Gabriel Guindon, Married 29-10-1798 Notre-Dame of Montréal Marie-Anne Rouisse 

François Guindon, Married 09-01-1769 St-Vincent de Paul of Ile Jésus Louise Girard 

Jean Guindon, Married 14-02-1729 St-François de Sales of Ile Jésus Madeleine Labelle 

Pierre Guesdon, Married 21-11-1706 Notre-Dame of Montréal Catherine Barsa 

 
Raymond is deeply interested in genealogy being a member on the board of Société de généalogie 
et d’histoire de St-Eustache. He has taken on a very large task and we are reaching out to you to 
help him fulfill his challenge to collect all Guindons starting in North America and working 
backwards. If you are willing to contribute to this project please include your documentation to 
prove your Guindon connection: A pedigree chart and a family group sheet with b,m,d sources. 
 
For more information please contact RAYMOND PICHE—raymond.gen@videotron.ca 

https://www.nosorigines.qc.ca/GenealogieQuebec.aspx?genealogie=Guindon_Jean&pid=328817
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Baptêmes of François Guesdon and Marie Mollé children: 

Loudun - Saint-Pierre-du-Martray—Baptêmes 

1. Jehan Guesdon Monday 16 June 1653 

2. Pierre Guesdon Sunday 15 Mar 1654; and died before 1662 

3. Antoine Guesdon Friday 2 January 1656 

4. François Guesdon Sunday 14 January 1657  

5. Marie Guesdon Saturday 11 of May 1658 

Loudun - Saint-Pierre-du-Marché – Baptêmes 

6. Marie Guesdon Saturday 15 Nov 1659 

7. Jeanne Guesdon Tuesday 22 Feb 1661 

Loudun - Saint-Pierre-du-Martray—Baptêmes 

8 Pierre Guesdon Sunday 24 Sep 1662—Our Common Ancestor 

9 Charles Guesdon Monday 29 Oct 1663 

10 François Guesdon Saturday 14 Mar 1665 

11 Jehan (Jean) Guesdon Thursday 10 Jun 1666 

12 Elizabeth Guesdon Monday 30 Jan 1668 

13 Françoise Guesdon Thursday 8 Aug 1669  
 

SOURCE: Vienne Archives  http://www.archives-vienne.cg86.fr/639-les-registres-paroissiaux.htm 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

Our 2015 visit to Loudun, France corrects some of the discrepancies in the 

Guesdon/Guindon records in past Guindon Newsletters. 

Baptism of François, son of Jehan Guesdon and of Françoise Collet  

Friday, 25 of March 1622,  St Pierre du Martray, Loudun, France 

Acte of bapteme de Francois, fils de Jehan Guesdon et de Francoise 

Collet – 25 de Mars 1622, St Pierre du Martray a Loudun, France 
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WEBSITES OF INTEREST 

IMMIGRATION OF FRANCOPHONES TO ONTARIO 

https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/user_assets/documents/HM-SE-May-2012-ENG.pdf 

The following information is from an article in the Ontario Heritage Trust. 
To access the complete article, click on the link above. 
  
The French came to present-day Ontario as early as 1610, and Canadiens (descendants of French colonists) 
were established in three areas by 1840. The story began with a First Nation alliance and a Roman Catholic 
mission, developed with official exploration and the fur trade, and continued with agriculture and 
permanent settlement. 
A successful settlement in the Penetanguishene area, a military and naval base southeast of Georgian Bay – 
began in 1828 when 75 Métis voyageur families moved there from Drummond Island with the British 
garrison. They were joined in the 1840s by Canadiens mostly from the Montreal area. Forest and sawmill 
operations later became their main activity. After 1810, following the establishment of British preferential 
tariffs for North American timber, the Ottawa Valley became another area of Canadien settlement, when 
thousands migrated to work in lumber camps. In the 1820s and early 1830s, Canadien foresters and 
raftsmen – including the legendary Joseph Montferrand – fought with Irish workers over the control of the 
timber operations. Many settled permanently, along with habitants moving from overcrowded seigniorial 
lands in western Lower Canada. They were the first wave of what would become a large movement to 
eastern Ontario. 
 

FRANCOPHONE PRESENCE 
When Upper and Lower Canada formed a united Canada in 1841, Canadiens were solidly established in three 
areas of Upper Canada: south of Lake St. Clair in the Assomption area, southeast of Georgian Bay in the 
Penetanguishene area, and south of the Ottawa Valley in the Bytown area. Other Canadiens left the 
overpopulated seigniorial lands of the St Lawrence Valley to join them. These varied factors all contributed 
to the establishment of a robust francophone presence in Ontario. 
In 1840, as Upper Canada was about to become Canada West, a grand migratory movement began from the 
neighbouring colony of Canada East (Quebec). The francophone enclaves in Essex, Georgian Bay and the 
Bytown (Ottawa) region were strengthened, and new areas were opened up to settlement by French 
Canadians. 

1. GENEALOGY OF QUEBEC AND FRENCH AMERICA 

2. THE GUINDON JOURNAL  1992—present  

3. GUINDON FACEBOOK PAGE:  

4. OUR GUINDON CONNECTIONS:  

5. GUINDON NAME:  

6. HISTORY OF NEW FRANCE  

https://www.heritagetrust.on.ca/user_assets/documents/HM-SE-May-2012-ENG.pdf
https://www.nosorigines.qc.ca/GenealogieQuebec.aspx?genealogie=Guindon_Jean&pid=328817
http://treesearcher.ca/guindon-journal/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/guindon.yandeau.family.reunion/
https://peterinvan.wordpress.com/nos-familles/
http://www.leslabelle.com/Genealogie/listenoms.asp?LT=G&SX=D&PS=Y&MP=FNR3&NM=Guindon
http://www.lookbackward.com/perrault/perr1/newfrance/
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Continued from page 5. 

 

The Catholic  Church played a key role in this process. In 1849, the first Bishop of Bytown (Ottawa), 
Monsignor Bruno Guigues, founded a settlement society and became its first president. To counteract 
Protestant influence, he encouraged young people from Canada East to acquire plots of land along the 
Ottawa River, between Rigaud and Bytown, where francophone families were already living, spread over a 
wide area. 

Most of the new arrivals came from western Quebec, prompted by promotional campaigns there. In their 
minds, they were merely pushing a bit farther west to settle, as their parents and grandparents had done 
before them. They often moved onto poor-quality land that had been abandoned by English-speaking 
farmers.  

French Canadians were also found in the province’s industrial centres, including Toronto, where Sacré-Cœur 
parish had 130 families when it was founded in 1887, and Cornwall, where the migrants worked in the 
textile and pulp and paper industries. As for Ottawa, which became Canada’s capital in 1867 and was a small 
industrial centre, it attracted civil servants, professionals, craftsmen, tradesmen and labourers from the 
regions of Quebec City, Montreal and Trois-Rivières. By 1910, Ottawa was home to 23,000 French Canadians, 
representing nearly a quarter of its population.  

It was in the northern part of the province, though, that the early 20th-century emergence of a French-
Canadian proletariat was most pronounced – as railways were built, mines and pulp mills were established 
and hydro-electric power was developed. As in the province next door, the Church advocated settlement of 
the North, a veritable promised land. The migrants came mainly from eastern Ontario, the Montreal area 
and western Quebec, but there were also contingents from the lower St. Lawrence. The clay-based soils 
were poor, the summer short and the markets far away, and the settlers quickly reproduced a way of life 
based on a combination of subsistence agriculture and work in the mines and forests, or on commercial 
agriculture to supply the resource industry worksites. Others moved into company towns where they 
provided an unskilled workforce. Railways were also important employers of French Canadians. Nearly all 
8,000 workers on the Canadian Pacific in the Sudbury region belonged to this group.  

Thanks to these migrations and to a high birth rate, the French-Canadian population in Ontario grew from 
13,969 in 1842 to 248,275 by 1921. Although they made up only 8.5 per cent of the province’s population 
that year, their geographic concentration made them extremely visible in certain areas. This was enough to 
lead some segments of the anglophone majority to raise alarms about a French Catholic invasion, which, in 
turn, played a large role in generating the great language conflict that shook Ontario in the first two decades 
of the 20th century 

The arrival of the Catholic Church in modern-day Ontario can be traced back to New France with the 
establishment of the missions of Sainte-Marie-among-the-Hurons in 1641 and L’Assomption in 1744.  

As was the case for all newly established francophone communities, the Church represented the pivotal 
point of community and family life. When thousands of French Canadians settled in eastern and mid-
northern Ontario in the second half of the 19th century. 
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Continued from page 6. 

Recently arrived Irish Catholics in these regions quickly became a minority in their parishes and schools. Both 
began to offer services in French and English.  

As early linguistic tensions mounted, Ottawa Bishop Bruno Guigues encouraged the Irish to settle in the 
Ottawa Valley to the west and French-Canadians in the counties of Prescott, Russell, Glengarry and Carleton 
to the east. Despite the calls by the English-speaking clergy to make English the language of Catholicism in 
North America, the French-Canadian elite argued that, as its people were practically all Catholic, abolishing 
French-language parishes and schools would eliminate the Church’s competitive advantage over Protestant 
churches.  

Pragmatism allowed for the opening of French-language parishes and schools where the number of 
parishioners justified it. As the number of French-Canadians increased (100,000 in 1881 and 200,000 in 
1911), so did the hostility from English-speaking Catholics who perceived them as a threat to their legitimacy 
on Ontario soil.  

The Orange Order – a Protestant fraternal organization – opposed both the importation of French and 
Catholicism in the Loyalist province, and the Irish seemed willing to sacrifice French in order to save separate 
schools. Clergymen such as London Bishop Michael Fallon fiercely fought for the Anglicization of schools and 
parishes in the 1910s, but the Vatican ultimately instructed Ontario bishops to stay out of this political 
debate, and acknowledge French Canadians hoping to fight off assimilation. Hostility toward French-
language education galvanized parents and brought them to use religious organizations to advance the 
development of their institutions.  

Language and faith formed a continuum in French Canada. They mutually protected each other’s minority 
status on the continent. Catholicism, along with the French language, prevented these citizens from 
integrating the ethnic mosaic of Ontario. Franco-Ontarians considered French and Catholicism as equal 
partners in Confederation along with English and Protestantism. 

But as religious practice declined and a more assertive nationalism emerged after the First World War, 
language became the primary distinguishing factor between individuals. It is therefore a paradox in French 
Ontario that Catholicism (still the majority’s faith) has come to divide the community internally as distinct 
public and Catholic French-language school systems were established in the 1970s and 1980s.  

Competition for student enrolment has led to the expression of two forms of Franco-Ontarian identities: one 
secularized and language-based, the other more traditionally Franco-Catholic. The Church remains, in many 
ways, an unavoidable element of French Ontario’s past and present. 

 

JULES/JÉRÔME GUINDON/YANDOH 13 JUNE 1807 ST. BENOIT, DEUX MONTAGNES, QUEBEC  

In 1688 Pierre Guindon b 1662 Loudun, France arrived in New France. One of the descendants Jules/Jérôme 

Guindon/Yandoh baptized 13 June 1807 St. Benoit, Deux Montagnes, Quebec is a son of François Guindon 

and Geneviève Laberge’s eleven children. Jules/Jérôme married in l’Orignal, Ontario the 30th of July 1839 

under the name of Jules Guindon to Victoire Aubin baptized 9 May 1819 at St. Eustache, Quebec. Jules died 

before 1880 possibly in Vankleek, Hill, Ontario or perhaps in Brasher Falls, St. Lawrence County, New York?? 
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JULES GUINDON AND VICTOIRE AUBIN’S JOURNEY 
 

JULES GUINDON AND VICTOIRE AUBIN OF VANKLEEK HILL, ONTARIO 
BY Laverne Aitchison 

There have been many challenges to prove how the Guindon name is connected to the correct family. 

It prompted me to review my information I have collected over many years of researching this family. 
 

JULES GUINDON 

b 18 Jun 1807 St. Benoit, Deux - Montagne, Quebec. 

On the back of the photo is written "Grandpa”,  

Franks father Yandoh 

(Jules picture from Judy Yandoh of Albuquerque, New Mexico) 

 

Jules Guindon m Victoire (Victoria) Aubin 
30 Jul 1839 St. Jean Baptiste, L’Original, Ontario 

 

Their Children: 

1. Victoria Guindon 

2. Joseph Guindon     Eady Gray and Frank Yandoh 

3. Frank Guindon 

4. Thomas Guindon 

5. Meril/Merilda Guindon 

6. Mathilde Guindon 

7. Sophie Guindon 

8. Leonard Guindon 

9. Marguerite Guindon 

10. Edward Guindon 

 

         

 

Mary Ann Hoover and Leonard Yandeau 

 

 Louis Barton & Margaret Guindon 

Thomas Adams & Cora Vaughn 

Please Note:  If you have pictures of any of the other children of Jules Guindon and Victoire Aubin,  

   please email the photos to Laverne Aitchison  

mailto:lk.aitch@gmail.com?subject=Guindon%20pictures
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Jules Guindon and Victoire Aubin’s Journey continued from page 8. 

 

In 1992 I published a book “Where Have All the Yandeaus’s Gone?” which went into much detail and 
included many family photos of Leonard Yandeau and his brother Thomas Yondau of Combermere, Ontario. 
If you purchased the later edition of the book it included an updated insert of Thomas Yondau/Adams and 
his second wife Cora Vaughn of Michigan. Also available in the Guindon Journal  
https://treesearcher.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Guindon-Journal-2017-51.pdf 
https://treesearcher.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/26-Spring-2004.pdf 

I have chosen to outline the journey of their father Jules aka Jerome/Jeremiah/Jerimie Guindon aka Yadon/

Yandoh/Yandeau/Yandow just to name a few of the variations of the Guindon family name. 
 
Jules Guindon is the son of François Guindon 1772-1831 and Genevieve Laberge 1776-1814. 
 

Jules Guindon and Victoire Aubin families left Deux Montagnes, Quebec for a better life in Vankleek Hill, 
Ontario. The article on page 5 describes the opportunities they were offered to make this transition. 
 
We know that Jules Guindon and Victoire Aubin’s children left Vankleek Hill, Ontario and some went north to 
Renfrew and Hastings County, Ontario and later migrated to almost every province across Canada. Others 
crossed the border and settled in Massena and Brasher Falls, New York and from there they settled across 
most of the United States. The 1851-1871 Census chart below shows 8 of their 10 children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE “FRANCOIS-XAVIER” NAME—F. Xavier Guindon …………. 

 

On the baptismal record of #6 child 
Mathilde Guindon lists her father as 
F. Xavier Guindon.  
 
We know this is our Jules Guindon as 
his wife is Victoire Aubin and the 
information matches the Guindon family 
on the 1851, 1861, 1871 Census 
Hawkesbury, Prescott County  

 

1851 Hawkesbury, 
Prescott County Census: 

1861 Hawkesbury, 
Prescott County Census 

1871 Hawkesbury, Prescott 
County Census 

Jerome Yedon 45 yrs  Jeremiah Geddan 54 yrs Jerimie Yadon 60 yrs 

Veture (Victoire) 32 yrs Victuel (Victoire) 41 yrs Victoir 50 yrs 
Francis 11 yrs     

Xavier 9 yrs Xavier 18 yrs   

Meril 5 yrs (son) Marilda 16 yrs (spinster)   

Matilda 4 yrs Matilda 14 yrs (spinster)   

Sophia 2 yrs Sophia 10 yrs Sophie 20 yrs 

  Laran (Leonard) 8 yrs Leon 18 yrs 

  Margret 6 yrs (spinster) Margaret 16 yrs 

    Edward 9 yrs 

https://treesearcher.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Guindon-Journal-2017-51.pdf
https://treesearcher.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/26-Spring-2004.pdf
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Jules and Victoire ten children: 

#1 child Victoire Guindon baptized on 14 Jun 1837 at 6 months Alexandria, Ontario. No further information 

#2 child Joseph Guindon b 7 Jun 1839 –d 15 Nov 1860 L’Orignal, Ontario. 

#3 child Francois Xavier Guindon/Yendon b 24 Mar 1841 L’Orignal, Ontario marries Mary Cayer (born 25 
April 1843 Brasher Falls, New York). 15 Jul 1861 L’Orignal, Ontario arrives in Brasher Falls, New York in 1870. 
Mary Cayer’s family also came from St Eustache, Quebec. “Frank” and Mary have 8 children. After the death 
of Mary Cayer abt 1875 he marries Edith Gray abt 1879 and they have 6 children but only 2 are alive on the 
1900 St. Lawrence, New York. census. Frank dies 27 May 1907 and is buried in Brasher Falls, New York. 

#4 child Xavier Francois (Thomas) Guindon b 10 Jun 1843 L’Orignal, Ontario. Thomas moves to Combermere, 
Ontario from Vankleek Hill. Thomas “Yondau” marries Martha Elcome 27 Jan 1866 Renfrew County, Ontario. 
They have 7 children. When he begins a new family in Michigan he changes his name to Thomas Adams and 
on their marriage record to Cora Angeline Vaughn 6 Apr 1911, Rose City, Ogemaw, Michigan Thomas states 
his father is John Adams and his mother is Mary Smith. Thomas and Cora have 12 children  
(see Guindon Newsletter article)(https://treesearcher.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/28-Spring-2005.pdf 
 

Archie (Adams) Lintz who did a DNA to confirm he is a Guindon descendant and 
his sister Kay Williams erected a marker a few years ago  for Thomas Adams in 
Flint, Michigan. Kay wishes they had included his Canadian last name Guindon/
Yandoh also, but the marker shows only Thomas Adams. 
https://treesearcher.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Guindon-Journal-2017-51.pdf 
https://treesearcher.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/26-Spring-2004.pdf 

 
#5 child Meril/Marilda b abt 1846 L’Orignal, Ontario is a mystery 1851 Canadian Census listed as a male—
1861 Canadian census listed as a spinster. No further reference to her on any other census. Lost track of her. 
 
#6 child Matilde Guindon b 15 Aug 1847 b L’Orignal, Ontario marries abt 1866 to John M Currier of Brasher 
Falls, New York. They have 6 children. She dies 25 Feb 1914 and is buried Norwood, St. Lawrence, New York. 

#7 child Sophie Marie Guindon/Yandeau b 18 Aug 1850, L’Orignal, Ontario, marries Joseph Hubert Fournier/
Fuller 26 Sep 1870 L’Orignal, Ontario. Sophie and Joseph Fournier purchased land close to her brothers 
Thomas Yondau and Leonard Yandeau in Combermere, Ontario. They have 13 children. 
She d 20 Aug 1908 Purdy, Hastings County, Ontario. 
 
#8 child Larin/Leonard Guindon/Yandeau b 7 Apr 1853, L’Orignal, Ontario joins his brother Thomas and his 
sister Sophie in Combermere, Ontario. He marries Mary Ann Hoover about 1874 Combermere, Ontario. They 
have 9 children. He names his eldest son Leonard Thomas Yandeau b 16 Jan 1875 Combermere, Renfrew Co. 
Ontario. Leonard Yandeau dies 4 Jul 1912 Blanchard, Manitoba. 

#9 child Marguerite Guindon b 6 Feb 1856 L’Orignal, Ontario. She marries Louis Bertrand 3 Jul 1871 in 
Stockholm, St. Lawrence, New York. They have 10 children. She d 9 Aug 1925 Massena, St. Lawrence, NY. 

#10 child Edward Guindon b 9 Aug 1861 L’Orignal, Ontario. Did he follow his brothers Thomas and Leonard 
and his sister Sophia to Combermere where he acquires a farm beside Leonard Yandeau and his wife Mary 
Ann Hoover or is he in Stockholm, St. Lawrence County, New York close to his brother Frank Yandoh and his 
sister Matilda Yandow/Currier living with Stephen Dishaw family on the 1870 Census Stockholm, St. 
Lawrence, New York? 

 
 

https://treesearcher.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/28-Spring-2005.pdf
https://treesearcher.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Guindon-Journal-2017-51.pdf
https://treesearcher.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/26-Spring-2004.pdf
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MAPS OF THE AREAS THE GUINDON FAMILIES MIGRATED TO 

FROM SAINT EUSTACHE - DEUX MONTAGNES, QC 

 

Montreal, 

Ottawa. 

Bordering States 

 

 

Saint Eustache, 

Deux 

Montagnes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ottawa, Hawkesbury, Alexandria, Cornwall 
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Soon, Prescott and Russell counties had francophone 

majorities. Arriving with little capital, the migrants could 

only afford small farms at first, 20 hectares on average, 

and the land became poorer each year under the effects 

of intensive exploitation. Moreover, the French-

Canadian farmers in eastern Ontario did not see any 

advantage in owning a large plot or mechanizing their 

operation, since, as they had done in Quebec, they 

spent part of each year off their land, working in forestry to earn essential extra income. With some 

variations, their compatriots in southwestern Ontario and Georgian Bay were doing the same. In all three 

regions, the turn of the century saw a transition to the dairy industry. Still, farming for subsistence and to 

supply workers in the forestry industry persisted.  
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The Guindon family began their journey from Loudun, France to New France  (Quebec) where Jules/Jérôme 

Guindon/Yandoh b 13 June 1807 St. Benoit, Deux Montagnes, Quebec. He is one of François Guindon and 

Geneviève Laberge eleven children. Jerome married in l’Orignal, Ontario the 30th of July 1839 under the 

name of Jules Guindon to Victoire Aubin born 9 May 1819   St. Eustache, Quebec. He died before 1880 

possibly in Vankleek, Hill, Ontario or perhaps in Brasher Falls, St. Lawrence County, New York. 

 
#6 child Matilda Yandoh and John Currier  

After sending out a request for pictures of Jules Guindon and 
Victoria Aubin children my first cousin Joyce Fraser received this 
reply from Diane White of New York who sent this photo that used 
to hang in John and Matilda Currier home in Norwood., New York  
Diane’s cousin Sandy has it now. It's one of those dome covered frames 
which makes it difficult to get a good picture.   
Our sincere thanks to Diane for sharing this photo with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is interesting to note the proximity of these towns  
where the Guindons settled. 
 
Top map shows Laval, Quebec, L’Orignal, Ontario. to Cornwall, Ontario to Brasher Falls, New York. 

Bottom map shows Massena, New York, Brasher Falls, New York and Norwood, New York. 
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Notes from a RENAUD/GUINDON   “cousin” Ann Belanger of Uxbridge, Ontario.  

A number of years ago I met Ann Belanger at the Mesa Family History Center in Mesa, Arizona. 

We shared our enthusiasm of researching our 
French-Canadian roots but never knew we had a 
family connection until Ann was researching her 
Belanger family and much to our surprise we made 
the connection to our Guindon’s of Laval, Quebec. 

Ann found a connection to the Guindon family 
from Laval, Quebec  

Jean Baptiste Renaud is the son of Joseph Renaud 
dit Locas and Marie Guindon 

Ann has Renauds in the area married to Richard 
Graves. BUT - She also has Filiatrault in that Renaud connection and the witnesses here on this document 
are Filiatrault.  For more information contact Ann at her email: ann.belanger@powergate.ca 

 

A LITTLE HISTORY IN GEOGRAPHY WHEN SEARCHING OUR ROOTS: 

I have just put 2 and 2 together for the first time on an area of Ontario and Quebec that have been bothering 
me. I couldn't figure out where things were because I was looking on the wrong side of the River. If you look 
at a map of Ontario and you follow hwy 417 out of Ottawa to the east towards Montréal, you hit a little 
triangle of territory that should be Ontario but it is part of Quebec! It is not far from Clarence and Ste Anne 
de Prescott etc. On the Quebec side of that border is St Andre Avelin. It's this area (which I think is now 
called Papineau County) that Papineau and many of his followers came to once they were freed after the 
rebellion in 1837 and given some money. Papineau was settled on his own seigneury there and many of the 
followers came to live close by. That's how the Belangers and Guindons likely came to Ontario - via that little 
triangle of land on the Ontario side of the St Lawrence! They did not LEAVE Quebec! They went to another 
part. Then, as time went on, farms were available down the road and land grants were available in Russell 
County and they simply spread out down the road! Now it makes more sense!  
Ann Belanger 
 

RECLAMATIONS POUR LES PERTES DE 1837 

I looked at Ste Eustache genealogy again and pulled off some information from a part of the site labelled 
"Reclamations pour les pertes de 1837" or compensation for losses of the 1837 rebellion. It lists who got 
what from the reparations act of 1849. Jean Baptiste Belanger got more than 880 pounds! That was one of 
the largest settlements. There are Guindons on the list too: Celestin Guindon of St Eustache got 3 pounds F-X 
(likely Francois Xavier) Guindon of St Eustache got 10 pounds 15 shillings Francois Guindon (Gaindon) of St 
Eustache got 10 pounds 15 shillings T Guindon of St Benoit got 5 pounds 19 shillings. 

WYLD'S SKETCH OF THE COUNTRY AROUND MONTREAL SHOWING VILLAGES & MILITARY POSITIONS.- 1837 
http://www.bnquebec.ca/cargeo/htm/TRBA0134.htm  
 

Take a look at this map! You have to click on the lower right corner, and it blows it up so you can read it. 
You have to scroll through. It's a hugely detailed old map of the area where we are both looking in Quebec! 
Dates about 1837 rebellion! It has all the rivers and small villages on it! 
Ann Belanger email: ann.belanger@powergate.ca 

http://www.bnquebec.ca/cargeo/htm/TRBA0134.htm
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LA MIGRATION DES GUINDON VERS L’OUEST 

By Bernard Guindon bernard.guindon@sympatico.ca 

Pourquoi? Quelle belle question, complexe, dans sa réponse! 

En généalogie, la première question est ‘Qui sont mes ancêtres et d’où viennent-ils?’. Et la deuxième 
question est ‘Pourquoi ont-ils décidé de venir ici ou d’aller plus loin?’. 

Selon moi, une personne va émigrer pour une raison très simple, obtenir une vie meilleure. ‘Nous sommes 
tous des migrants’ comme l’a écrit un auteur. La ‘vie meilleure’ au XIXe siècle est une vie permettant la 
survivance de sa famille par l’acquisition d’une terre.  

Or, au milieu du XIXe siècle, les terres arables du sud du Québec sont occupées jusqu’à la frontière 
américaine. La population du Québec est passé de 140,000 personnes en 1791 à 1,000,000 de personnes en 
1871. Les gens n’ont pas le choix de s’installer ailleurs. Compte tenu des familles nombreuses et de leur 
caractère plutôt agricole, nos ancêtres vont pousser leur aventure plus loin, vers l’ouest, vers le nord de 
l’Ontario, vers le sud en Nouvelle-Angleterre. Ajoutons à cela un esprit d’aventure et nous comprenons cette 
migration. Comme les États-Unis, le Canada s’est développé par la conquête de l’ouest et nos ancêtres 
faisaient partie de ces pionniers.  

Ainsi la migration des Guindon vers l’ouest n’est pas un phénomène particulier, familial mais plutôt un 
phénomène national.  

1. D’abord, pour l’habitant de l’époque, les frontières étaient une réalité virtuelle malgré les lois 
constitutionnelles qui les définissaient. Les gens allaient vivre et travailler là où le travail existait! 

2. Après la conquête de 1763, le régime britannique s’est installé progressivement au Canada. Mais en 
réaction à la guerre d’Indépendance des États-Unis et à l’arrivée des Loyalistes, le gouvernement britannique 
a adopté en 1791 l’Acte constitutionnel de l’Amérique du Nord qui divisait le Canada en ‘Bas-Canada’ (en 
gros le Québec d’aujourd’hui) et en ‘Haut-Canada’ (en gros l’Ontario d’aujourd’hui). La rivière des Outaouais 
était la ligne de la division territoriale. 

On connaît la suite avec l’Acte d’Union en 1840 suite à la Rébellion des Patriotes en 1837 et l’Acte 
constitutionnel de 1867 favorisant l’intégration des réalités provinciales. La loi de 1891 est, en réalité, un 
compromis visant à maintenir la loyauté des Canadiens français et l’intégration des immigrants loyalistes. Le 
Bas-Canada est reconnu comme francophone et catholique et le Haut-Canada comme anglophone et 
protestants. 

En réalité, ces transformations politiques et administratives n’ont pas affecté directement la vision du 
territoire de nos ancêtres et leur circulation migratoire : la rivière des Outaouais, ligne de division entre le 
Bas-Canada et le Haut-Canada, était toujours une voie de communication vers l’ouest et une voie de 
transport d’une rive à l’autre. 

Il était facile pour un résidant de St-Hermas, de St-Benoît, de Montréal, de Valleyfield de déménager avec sa 
famille vers les nouveaux territoires des seigneuries de Rigaud et de la Seigneurie de la Pointe-à-l’Orignal, 
également appelée seigneurie de l’Orignal et seigneurie de Longueil. Cette dernière seigneurie, située la plus 
à l’ouest des seigneuries de la Nouvelle-France, est devenue partie du Haut-Canada en 1791 et ce territoire 
est maintenant partie de l’Est de l’Ontario. De plus il était aussi facile d’émigrer vers la Nouvelle-Angleterre 
pour aller travailler dans les usines de filature ou dans les industries forestières. 

mailto:bernard.guindon@sympatico.ca
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1.  L’autre volet de l’immigration, très importante selon moi, est le lien familial. Plusieurs de nos ancêtres 
se sont déplacés en suivant d’autres membres de la même famille ou des amis. 
 
2  Quand j’ai rédigé l’histoire de ma lignée familiale Guindon, j’avais l’hypothèse que certains Guindon 
avaient quitté la région de St-Hermas à cause de la Rébellion des Patriotes (1837-1838). L’émigration de 
Louis Guindon de St-Hermas vers Ripon s’explique autrement et je crois qu’il en est de même pour les autres 
familles Guindon qui ont émigrés vers l’Ontario. 
 
Je cite un extrait de mon livre ‘Ancêtres Guindon’. Alors que la Rébellion des Patriotes a eu lieu en 1837-
1838, et que le village de St-Benoit et les environs ont été ravagés par l’armée anglaise, Louis décide de se 
marier en 1840 et quitte St-Hermas vers 1855. Je ne crois pas que la Rébellion ait eu un impact décisif dans 
sa décision d’émigration. Et il se dirige vers la région de Rigaud et par la suite vers Curran en Ontario avant 
de traverser l’Outaouais vers Ripon. 

« Louis Guindon et Henriette Ménard ont eu une vie que l’on peut qualifier de nomade. Selon les 
certificats de baptême, Louis est né à St-Benoît tout comme Henriette. Ils se sont mariés aussi à St-Benoît 
mais la résidence de Louis est identifiée à St-Hermas. Le père de Louis est décédé en 1839 à St-Benoît ce 
qui peut indiquer que la famille de Louis demeure à St-Benoît en 1940 mais que Louis a déjà emménagé à 
St-Hermas. Dans le recensement de 1851, Louis est identifié comme ‘journalier’ avec Henriette et 4 
enfants; il habite une maison en bois pièces sur pièces d’un étage. Louis et Henriette ont vécu à St-
Hermas de 1840 à 1855 car durant cette période ils ont eu 10 enfants baptisés à St-Hermas dont 6 ont été 
inhumés à St-Hermas. Le dernier baptême à St-Hermas a eu lieu en 1855. 6 autres enfants naîtront par la 
suite à Vaudreuil (2), Rigaud (1) et Curran (1) et endroits inconnus (2). 

Louis quitte une région surpeuplée et en plein développement. En 1854-1855, c’est la période de fin de la 
tenure seigneuriale et le Canada offre des terres dans les régions à développer. La famille s’installe dans 
la Seigneurie de Rigaud, d’abord à Ste-Marthe et par la suite à Ste-Madeleine de Rigaud. À Ste-Marthe, il 
y a 2 baptêmes et 2 inhumations. Au baptême de Marie-Philomène en 1858, il est identifié comme 
‘journalier’. Au recensement de Vaudreuil en 1861, il est identifié comme ‘cultivateur’ résidant dans une 
maison en bois d’un étage. Il vit avec sa femme ‘Geneviève’ ainsi que Joseph, Malvina, Camille, Éléonore 
et Philomène. 

Une petite parenthèse historique pour expliquer (peut-être) les motifs de Louis d’aller du côté de Rigaud, 
l’autre côté de la rivière, au lieu d’aller plus à l’ouest vers Lachute et St-André d’Argenteuil. D’un côté, il y 
a plusieurs familles qui émigrent du côté sud de la Rivière des Outaouais, vers la Seigneurie de Rigaud et 
un peu plus loin vers ce qui deviendra l’est ontarien. On retrouve aujourd’hui plusieurs familles de 
Guindon du côté de Hammond, Clarence Creek, Rockland, Cornwall qui avec d’autres familles 
francophones se sont établies sur des terres dans cette belle plaine du bassin du St-Laurent. D’un autre 
côté, le développement de la Seigneurie d’Argenteuil a été réalisé davantage par la venue de familles en 
provenance du Vermont et de l’Écosse dont la religion était presbytérienne et la langue anglaise. 
L’économie s’y orientait davantage vers l’exploitation forestière. Louis a probablement suivi un courant 
de migration avec des familles parentes et amies. avec sa femme ‘Geneviève’ ainsi que Joseph, Malvina, 
Camille, Éléonore et Philomène. 

Une petite parenthèse historique pour expliquer (peut-être) les motifs de Louis d’aller du côté de Rigaud, 
l’autre côté de la rivière, au lieu d’aller plus à l’ouest vers Lachute et St-André d’Argenteuil. D’un côté, il y 
a plusieurs familles qui émigrent du côté sud de la Rivière des Outaouais, vers la Seigneurie de Rigaud et 
un peu plus loin vers ce qui deviendra l’est ontarien. On retrouve aujourd’hui plusieurs familles de 
Guindon du côté de Hammond, Clarence Creek, Rockland, Cornwall qui avec d’autres familles 
francophones se sont établies sur des terres dans cette belle plaine du bassin du St-Laurent. D’un autre 
côté,  
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le développement de la Seigneurie d’Argenteuil a été réalisé davantage par la venue de familles en 
provenance du Vermont et de l’Écosse dont la religion était presbytérienne et la langue anglaise. 
L’économie s’y orientait davantage vers l’exploitation forestière. Louis a probablement suivi un courant 
de migration avec des familles parentes et amies.  

Et quels sont les motifs pour aller du côté de l’Outaouais, par la suite, plutôt que vers le territoire qui 
deviendra l’est de l’Ontario malgré un court séjour à Curran lieu de baptême du dernier? Encore là, il y a 
une question d’affinités, de connaissances et d’influences de l’environnement. Dire que son frère Maxime 
est déjà à Ripon depuis 1860 peut expliquer en partie les motifs de Louis d’aller vers cette région. De plus, 
on retrouve probablement une explication dans le livre sur Ripon.  

« Jusqu’en 1850, Ripon est un territoire dit non organisé et ceux qui s’établissent sur les terres 
publiques sont des squatters…En 1855, l’érection du canton permet au ministère des Terres de la 
Couronne d’émettre des billets de location ou permis d’occupation…À partir de 1861, un colon peut 
maintenant demander ses lettres patentes et devenir ainsi propriétaire de son lot…La plupart des 
nouveaux venus proviennent des régions de Rigaud, de Saint-Jérôme et de Sainte-Thérèse » 

Vers 1860, Ripon est un territoire qui se développe et qui attire les familles qui veulent occuper une place 
‘neuve’. Voilà probablement ce qui a attiré notre aïeul Louis! 

1. Enfin, l’économie est un motif important pour expliquer l’immigration des Guindon. 
2. Comme on vient de le lire pour Louis Guindon, le développement des terres situées plus à l’ouest 
incite les habitants du Bas-Canada à migrer dans des nouvelles concessions pour y établir leur famille. 
 
Il en sera ainsi au début du XIXe siècle, au milieu du XIXe siècle et au début du XXe siècle alors que plus de 
1,000,000 de québécois ont émigré vers les États-Unis, d’abord vers les États de la Nouvelle-Angleterre et 
ensuite vers les états industrialisés du nord des États-Unis. Les cycles de la migration ont suivi les cycles 
économiques de 1840 à 1920, pour s’arrêter à la période de récession. 
 
Pour le Canada, vers les années 1880-1900, c’est l’ouverture des provinces de l’Ouest qui a attiré les 
québécois qui ont développé des territoires agricoles en Alberta et en Saskatchewan.  
1. L’invasion américaine de 1812 a peu influencé l’immigration des Québecois selon moi. 
2. La tentative d’invasion américaine du Canada en 1812-1814 est un ricochet de la guerre de l’Angleterre 
contre la France sous Napoléon de 1799 à 1815. Ce sont les restrictions et les contrôles de l’Angleterre aux 
dépens de la marine des États-Unis, au départ neutre dans ce conflit, qui ont conduit certaines armées des 
colonies américaines à tenter de conquérir le Canada en représailles contre l’Angleterre.  

 
Même si les États-Unis ont eu plusieurs victoires durant cette guerre, le manque d’organisation de leur 
armée a conduit à l’échec de la conquête. On peut dire que le Canada, suite aux escarmouches des armées 
américaines en 1776 et à la tentative d’invasion en 1812, est le seul pays que les États-Unis n’ont pas pu 
vaincre. Il faut dire que la rivalité continue avec le sport du hockey… 

 
Ceci étant, il n’est pas exclu que certains Guindon du sud de Montréal aient été influencé à cette époque 
pour émigrer vers ce pays rempli de promesses, les États-Unis. Un Nicolas Guindon est devenu citoyen 
américain en 1820 après avoir épousé une anglophone anglicane à St-Jean-sur-le-Richelieu. Les motivations 
personnelles sont difficiles à démontrer. 

 
En conclusion de ces quelques brides, il m’apparaît que la migration des Guindon vers l’ouest du Québec et 
vers les États-Unis, à l’instar de milliers de Québecois, s’explique et se comprend davantage par des motifs 
économiques de survivance, influencés par des liens parentaux et amicaux, sans trop de liens avec les 
grands événements historiques ou législatifs, sauf certains cas particuliers. 
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pour émigrer vers ce pays rempli de promesses, les États-Unis. Un Nicolas Guindon est devenu citoyen 
américain en 1820 après avoir épousé une anglophone anglicane à St-Jean-sur-le-Richelieu. Les motivations 
personnelles sont difficiles à démontrer. 

 
En conclusion de ces quelques brides, il m’apparaît que la migration des Guindon vers l’ouest du Québec et 
vers les États-Unis, à l’instar de milliers de Québecois, s’explique et se comprend davantage par des motifs 
économiques de survivance, influencés par des liens parentaux et amicaux, sans trop de liens avec les grands 
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THE GUINDON’S WESTWARD MIGRATION 

By Bernard Guindon  bernard.guindon@sympatico.ca 
 

But why? What a beautiful, complex question to answer! 
In genealogy, the first question is “Who are my ancestors and where do they come from?” 
And the second question is “Why did they decide to come here or go there?” 
In my opinion, a person will emigrate for a very simple reason—to get a better life.  
We are all migrants like an author once wrote. The 'better life' in the 19th century was a life that enabled the 
survival of his family by acquiring land.  

 
In the mid-19th century, the arable land of southern Quebec was occupied as far as the American border. 
Quebec's population increased from 140,000 in 1791 to 1,000,000 in 1871. People had no choice but to 
move elsewhere. Given the large families and their rather agricultural character, our ancestors will journey 
further west, north to Ontario, and south to New England. Let us add to this a spirit of adventure and we can 
understand this migration. Like the United States, our Canadian ancestors were among the pioneers that 
settled in the west.  

 
Thus the migration of the Guindon’s to the west is not a particular family phenomenon, but rather a national 
phenomenon. 

mailto:bernard.guindon@sympatico.ca
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First, for the inhabitant of that time, borders were a virtual reality despite the constitutional 

laws that defined them. People were going to live and work where the work existed! 

 

After the conquest of 1763, the British regime gradually settled in Canada. But in response to 

the American War of Independence and the arrival of the Loyalists, the British government 

passed the North American Constitutional Act in 1791, which divided Canada into Lower 

Canada' (basically Quebec today) and 'Upper Canada' (basically the Ontario of today). The 

Ottawa River was the provincial borderline. 
 

The continuation of the Act of Union in 1840 following the Patriot Rebellion in 1837 and the 

Constitutional Act of 1867 promoting the integration of provincial realities were known. The 

1891 Act was, in fact, a compromise aimed at maintaining the loyalty of French Canadians and 

the integration of Loyalist immigrants. Lower Canada was recognized as Francophone and 

Catholic and Upper Canada was recognized as English and Protestant. 
 

In fact, these political and administrative transformations did not directly affect the vision of 

our ancestors' territory and their migration: the Ottawa River, the dividing line between Lower 

Canada and Upper Canada, was always a westward route and a transportation route from one 

shore to the other. 

It was easy for a resident of St. Hermas, St. Benedict, Montreal, and Valleyfield to move with 

his family to the new territories of the seigneuries of Rigaud and the seigneuries of Pointe-à-

l'Orignal, also known as the seigneuries of the Moose and seigneuries of Longueil. The latter 

seigneurie, the western seigneuries of New France, became part of Upper Canada in 1791 and 

it is now part of eastern Ontario. In addition, it was also easy to emigrate to New England to 

work in milling plants or forestry industries. 

 

The other aspect of immigration, which I think is very important, is family ties. Many of our 

ancestors moved by following other family members or friends. 
 

When I wrote the history of my Guindon family lineage, I was under the assumption that some 

Guindons had left the St. Hermas area because of the Patriot Rebellion (1837-1838). Louis 

Guindon's emigration from St. Hermas to Ripon is a different reason, and I think the same is 

true of the other Guindon families who emigrated to Ontario. 
 

I quote from my book 'GUINDON ANCESTORS'. While the Patriot Rebellion took place in 1837

-1838, and the village of St-Benoit and the surrounding area were ravaged by the English 

army, Louis decided to marry in 1840 and left St. Hermas around 1855. I do not believe that 

the Rebellion had a decisive impact on his decision to emigrate. He headed to the Rigaud area 

and later to Curran, Ontario, before crossing the Ottawa to Ripon. 
 

"Louis Guindon and Henriette Ménard had a life that could be described as nomadic. According 

to baptism certificates, Louis was born in St-Benoît just like Henriette. They also married in 

St. Benoît but Louis' residence is identified as St-Hermas. Louis' father died in 1839 in  

St-Benoît, which may indicate that Louis' family remained in St-Benoît in 1940 but Louis had 

already moved to St-Hermas.  

 
Bernard Guindon bernard.guindon@sympatico.ca 

mailto:bernard.guindon@sympatico.ca
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On the 1851 census, Louis was identified as a labourer with Henriette and 4 children. He lives in a one floor 
wooden house. Louis and Henriette lived in St-Hermas from 1840 to 1855 and during this period they had 10 
children baptized in St-Hermas, 6 of whom were buried in St. Hermas. The last baptism in St. Hermas took 
place in 1855. 6 other children were later born in Vaudreuil (2), Rigaud (1) and Curran (1) and unknown 
places (2). 
 

Louis moves his family from an overcrowded and developing region. In 1854-55, it was the end of the 

seigneurial system and Canada offered land in new areas to be developed. The family settled in the township 

of Rigaud, first in St. Martha's and later in St. Magdalene of Rigaud. In St. Martha, there are two baptisms 

and two burials. At the baptism of Marie-Philomena in 1858, Louis was identified as a labourer. In the census 

of Vaudreuil in 1861, he was identified as a 'cultivator' residing in a one-storey wooden house. He lived with 

his wife 'Geneviève' as well as Joseph, Malvina, Camille, Eleonore and Philomena. 

 
A little historical explanation (perhaps) of Louis' motives for going to Rigaud's side, the other side of the 
river, instead of going further west towards Lachute and St-André d'Argenteuil. On the one hand, there are 
several families who emigrate from the south side of the Ottawa River, to the seigneury of Rigaud and 
moved a little further to what would become eastern Ontario. Today, there are several Guindon families 
living in Hammond, Clarence Creek, Rockland, Cornwall along with other Francophone families that have 
settled on land in this beautiful plain of the St. Lawrence Basin. On the other hand, the development of the 
seigneury of Argenteuil was devloped by the arrival of families from Vermont and Scotland whose religion 
was Presbyterian and their language was English. The economy was moving more towards logging and Louis 
probably followed a migration trend with family friends and relatives.  

 
And what are the reasons for going to the Ottawa side, later, rather than to the territory that will become 
eastern Ontario? Despite a short stay in Curran, the place of baptism of the last? Again, there is a question of 
affinities, knowledge and influences of the environment. To say that his brother Maxime has already been in 
Ripon since 1860 may explain in part the reasons for Louis going to this region. In addition, there is an 
explanation in the book about Ripon. 

  
Until 1850, Ripon was a so-called unseated territory and those who settled public land were squatters... In 
1855, the erection of the township allowed the Ministry of Crown Lands to issue rental tickets or occupancy 
permits... From 1861, a settler can now ask for his letters patent and thus become the owner of his lot... 
Most of the newcomers come from the regions of Rigaud, St. Jerome and St. Theresa. 

 
Around 1860, Ripon was a growing territory that attracted families who wanted to occupy a 'new' place. 
That's probably what attracted our grandfather Louis! 

 
Finally, the economy is an important reason for the Guindon's immigration. 
As Louis Guindon has just read, the development of land further west encourages the people of Lower 
Canada to migrate to new concessions to establish their families. 

 
This will be the case in the early 19th century, the mid-19th and early 20th centuries, when 
more than 1,000,000 Quebecers emigrated to the United States first to the states of New England and then 
to the industrialized northern United States. The cycles of migration followed the economic cycles from 1840 
to 1920, to stop at the recessionary period. 
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For Canada, in the 1880s and 1900s, it was the opening of the western provinces that attracted Quebecers 
who developed agricultural territories in Alberta and Saskatchewan.  
 
The American invasion of 1812 had little influence on Quebec immigration, in my opinion. 
The attempted American invasion of Canada in 1812-1814 was a ricochet from England's war against France 
under Napoleon from 1799 to 1815. It was England's restrictions and controls at the expense of the U.S. 
Navy, initially neutral in the conflict, that led some armies of the American colonies to attempt to conquer 
Canada in retaliation against England.  
 
Although the United States had several victories during this war, the lack of organization of its army led to 
the failure of the conquest. It can be said that Canada, following the skirmishes of the American armies in 
1776 and the attempted invasion in 1812, was the only country that the United States could not defeat. It 
must be said that the rivalry continues with the sport of hockey... 
 
However, it is not excluded that some Guindons from southern Montreal were influenced at that time to 
emigrate to this promising country, the United States. A Nicolas Guindon became an American citizen in 
1820 after marrying an Anglican English speaker in St-Jean-sur-le-Richelieu. Personal motivations are difficult 
to demonstrate. 
 
In conclusion to these few hurdles, it seems to me that the Guindons' migration to western Quebec and to 
the United States, like thousands of Quebecers, is explained and understood more by economic reasons of 
survival, influenced by parental and friendly ties, without too much connection with major historical or 
legislative events, except for certain particular cases. 
Bernard Guindon 
 

 
SEIGNEURIAL SYSTEM       https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/seigneurial-system  
The seigneurial system was central to France's colonization policy and came to play a major role in 
traditional Québec society. Despite the attractions of city life and the fur trade, 75 to 80 per cent of 
the population lived on seigneurial land until the mid-19th century. Roughly 220 seigneuries were 
granted during the French regime. They covered virtually all the inhabited areas (36,500 km²) on 
both banks of the St. Lawrence River between Montreal and Quebec City and the Chaudiere and 
Richelieu Valleys and extended to the Gaspe Peninsula. 
  
 
 
 

Société de généalogie et d’histoire de St-Eustache  

SGHSE.org 

Congratulations to Jean-Marie Marquis of the SGHSE and his position as president of the  
St. Eustache Genealogy Society. Jean-Marie Marquis presented the power point history of the 
Guesdon/Guindon from France to New France at our Guindon Reunion 2015 Laval, Quebec which 
you can access by clicking on this link  Pierre-Guesdon from France to New France 

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/seigneurial-system
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/quebec/
http://sghse.org/
http://treesearcher.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Pierre-Guesdon-from-France-to-New-France.pdf


 

GUINDON JOURNAL 2020 #55 22 

Bernard Guindon-shares how many place names are named after our 
Guindon family name? 
 
In the Province of Quebec, there is a government Office who is responsible for the official names for city, 
streets, lakes, and ...the rule is you can suggest a person’s name who died 2 years before, or suggest a name 
that describes the site, and the name must be respectful… 
 
So I found 36 streets, lakes... with Guindon. This is the official list. 
http://www.toponymie.gouv.qc.ca/ct/ToposWeb/recherche.aspx?s=Guindon&x=0&y=0 
You may read it and, when there is ‘star’ on the name, there is an explanation.  
But most do not have any explanation. 
 
In Ripon, there is Montée Guindon with no explanation, but I know that it is in honour of Louis Guindon, my 
ancestor, who lived on the Corner of Road 317 and Montee Guindon. His house is still there...but sold 
recently to a ‘stranger’... 
There is a street in Plaisance, where I was Mayor 1979-1989. I presided at the meeting when we named a 
street for ‘Aurel Guindon’, former owner of the land. In fact, the actual owner was his son, Real Guindon, but 
he was still alive so I asked him if he cared if we named the street in honor of Aurel Guindon...and he was 
happy to agree. The name should be Aurel-Guindon street… But for all the lakes, there is no official 
explanation. 
Here in St-Eustache, we have an arena named Florian-Guindon, former counsellor in St-Eustache and sports 
organiser. 
In Ottawa, at Ottawa University, there is the Pavillon Roger-Guindon, in honor of Roger Guindon, former 
Rector who was born the 26th of September 1920 in Ville-Marie, Temiscamingue, Québec and he was 
baptized in Notre-Dame-du-Rosaire Parish in Ville-Marie on the 27th September 1920...There are many 
Guindons in Cornwall. (Father Roger Guindon was a guest at our Guindon 2000 Family Reunion in Hammond, 
Ontario.) I’m sure that in Canada and the USA, there must be a lot of places named in honor of a member of 
our Guindon family. Bernard Guindon. 

 

WANTED—GUINDON DESCENDANTS!! 
RAYMOND.GEN@VIDEOTRON.CA 
We are looking for any Guindon’s from Loudun, France who migrated to North America  
1600-2020. Please contact Raymond Piche. 

 
Jean-Yves Guindon’s description of the 
painting "The Guindon, from one continent to 
another" was titled by Bernard Guindon. This 
painting, made exclusively for our Guindon 
Reunion which I was honored to receive this 
most treasured gift in 2018. 

 
The Mayor of Loudun, France, Joël Dazas, Laverne Aitchison (a Guindon 
descendant representing the descendants of the first Pierre Guesdon family 
who arrived in 1688 in New France) and Michèle Touret president of the Maison 
de l'Acadie unveiled the plaque that is mounted on the front of the 1666 family 
home of Francois Guesdon and Marie Mollay 14 rue de La Tour Volue, Loudun, 
France. . Laverne Aitchison 

http://www.toponymie.gouv.qc.ca/ct/ToposWeb/recherche.aspx?s=Guindon&x=0&y=0
mailto:RAYMOND.GEN@VIDEOTRON.CA
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https://fillesduroi.org/index.php 
 

Resources for Research on the French-Canadians 

Including the King’s Daughters and the Soldiers of the Carignan-Saliéres Regiment 
  

Québec Records (The Drouin Institute) 
http://www.genealogiequebec.com/en 
The LaFrance collection offers digital images of all Catholic baptisms, marriages, and deaths of the 
French settlers from their arrival to the year 1849, in the case of baptisms and burials, and to the 
year 1915, in the case of marriages. The Drouin Institute is now working on reconstituting families 
and linking with other data within the site. If you are a subscriber to both the PRDH and to this site, 
you can search for your ancestor on the PRDH site. When you find a record you are looking for you 
can be transferred to the Québec Records site to immediately download a copy of the church 
record. Subscription fee. 

 
Programme de recherche en démographie historique (PRDH) 
www.genealogie.uMontréal.ca 
Online database containing all the baptisms, marriages and burials in the parish records 
of the Roman Catholic Church in the province of Québec up to 1800, as well as the 
census records of 1666, 1667, and 1681. Subscription fee. 
 
Fichier Origine 
www.fichierorigine.com 
The Fichier Origine is a joint project of the Québec Federation of Genealogical Societies and the 
French Federation of Genealogy. The service links French-Canadian immigrants to their origins in 
France. Information may include name of parents, spouse, and children, date of baptism and/or 
marriage, as well as additional information on siblings and grandparents. Information is in French, 
but the website is fairly easy to navigate. No charge to search and download the information. 

 
Bibliothéque et Archives Nationales du Québec 
The Pistard database, along with the Parchemin collection, contains notary records found in the 
civil archives of Québec dating back to 1626. The Pistard database is free, online, and easily 
searchable, although all information is in French only. Go to the above website and click on Pistard 
archives for the search tool. One must contact the Bibliothéque for access to information contained 
in the Parchemin Database. 

http://www.genealogiequebec.com/en
http://www.genealogie.umontreal.ca/
http://www.fichierorigine.com/
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WEBSITES: 

ST EUSTACHE GENEALOGY SOCIETY https://www.sghse.org/  

The Genealogical Society of St. Eustache is a non-profit organization founded and incorporated in 

1997. It is also a member of the Virtual Museum of Canada  

RESEARCHING FRENCH-CANADIAN ANCESTORS 

https://www.thoughtco.com/researching-french-canadian-ancestors-1421727 

Even if you can't read French, tracing French-Canadian ancestors can be easier than many people 

expect due to the excellent record keeping of the Roman Catholic Church in Canada. Baptisms, 

marriages, and burials were all dutifully recorded in the parish registers, with copies also sent to 

civil authorities. 
 

PRDH https://www.prdh-igd.com/en/LePrdh 

The PRDH data base includes some 2 400 000 certificates of various types, dated from 1621 to 

1849. The vast majority correspond to the systematic extracting of information from records of 

baptisms, marriages, and burials that came to us from the parishes, missions, and Catholic 

institutions in Quebec that kept registers before 1850. Are also part of the data the 26 000 

Protestant marriages recorded before 1850. 

SOCIETE GENEALOGIQUE DU NORD-QUEST - EDMONTON, ALBERTA http://www.sgno.ca/ 

Our society maintains a centre of French-Canadian genealogy research and provides assistance to 
those interested in genealogy and French-Canadian family history. 

FRENCH GENEALOGY OF NORTH AMERICA http://www.francogene.com/quebec/index.php  

Your gateway to Franco-American and French-Canadian Genealogy on the Internet 

AMERICAN-CANADIAN GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY http://acgs.org/ 

The American-Canadian Genealogist is the official quarterly journal of the American-Canadian 

Genealogical Society and a major benefit of membership in our society.   

AMERICAN-FRENCH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (AFGS) http://www.afgs.org/ 

The AFGS is a genealogical and historical organization dedicated to the study and preservation of 

the French-Canadian culture.  

GLOBAL GENEALOGY http://globalgenealogy.com/  

Everything for the family historian. Select from hundreds of genealogy books, archival supplies, 

history books and maps. 

https://www.sghse.org/
https://www.thoughtco.com/online-databases-for-french-canadian-ancestry-1421729
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Genealogy Research Websites: 

Societies: 
Allen County Genealogical Society of Indiana   https://www.acgsi.org/ 

Allen County Public Library Genealogy Center IN  http://www.genealogycenter.org/Home.aspx 

American-Canadian Genealogical Society   https://acgs.org/ 

American-French Genealogical Society    http://afgs.org/site/ 

British Columbia Genealogical Society    http://www.bcgs.ca/ 

Genealogy and Archives Saint-Laurent Inc http://genealogieetarchivessaintlaurent.org/bienvenue/english.html 

Hastings County Historical Society     http://hastingshistory.ca/ 

Kelowna and District Genealogy Society    http://www.kdgs.ca/ 

La Société généalogique du Nord-Ouest     http://www.sgno.ca/ 

Maine Franco-American Genealogy Society  http://www.simplesite.com/MFGSWebsite/137296484 

Massena Museum, New York     http://massena.us/178/Museum 

Michigan Genealogy On The Web     http://www.migenweb.net/ 

Nipissing Genealogy Society      https://nipissing.ogs.on.ca/ 

Northern New York American-Canadian Genealogical Society http://www.nnyacgs.com/ 

Ontario Genealogical Society      https://www.ogs.on.ca/ 

Ottawa Archives  http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/arts-heritage-and-culture/city-ottawa-archives/collections-and-research 

Quebec Family History Society     https://qfhs.ca/ 

Société de généalogie et d'histoire de Saint-Eustache  https://www.sghse.org/  

St Lawrence County Historical Association (SLCHA)   http://www.slcha.org/ 

Upper Ottawa Valley Genealogical Society    http://www.uovgg.ca/ 

Vermont French-Canadian Genealogical Society  http://www.vt-fcgs.org/ 

Vernon & District Family History Society    http://www.vdfhs.com/ 

Wisconsin’s French Connection     http://www.uwgb.edu/wisfrench/ 

France: 
Maison de l'Acadie-House of the Acadians   http://maisondelacadie.com/ 

Loudun, France Tourism      info@loudun-tourisme.fr 

 

Canada: 
Canada’s History Magazine -Founding of Ville-Marie  http://www.canadashistory.ca/ 

 

https://www.acgsi.org/
http://www.genealogycenter.org/Home.aspx
https://acgs.org/
http://afgs.org/site/
http://www.bcgs.ca/
http://genealogieetarchivessaintlaurent.org/home.html
http://hastingshistory.ca/
http://www.kdgs.ca/
http://www.sgno.ca/
http://www.simplesite.com/MFGSWebsite/137296484
http://massena.us/178/Museum
http://www.migenweb.net/
https://nipissing.ogs.on.ca/
http://www.nnyacgs.com/
https://www.ogs.on.ca/
http://ottawa.ca/en/residents/arts-heritage-and-culture/city-ottawa-archives/collections-and-research
https://qfhs.ca/
http://sgse.org/
https://www.sghse.org/
http://www.slcha.org/
http://www.uovgg.ca/
http://www.vt-fcgs.org/
http://www.vdfhs.com/
http://www.uwgb.edu/wisfrench/family/
http://maisondelacadie.com/
https://translate.google.ca/translate?hl=en&sl=fr&u=http://maisondelacadie.com/&prev=search
http://www.tourisme-vienne.com/en/activite/132/maison-de-l-acadie
http://www.canadashistory.ca/
http://www.canadashistory.ca/Explore/French-Canada/Founding-of-Ville-Marie?utm_source=Canada%27s+History+Newsletter&utm_campaign=dde6210d48-Montreal+375&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8145df6f6e-dde6210d48-284280913
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OUR GUINDON JOURNEY 

BACK TO OUR ROOTS  

QUEBEC TO FRANCE CIRCA 1600’S 

 

As family tree finders, it’s not often that we pause to express deep gratitude to participants in our 

quest to find our roots. However, we want to take time to do that today, to let anyone who has 

taken the time to share their family stories and genealogy with us over the years we just want you 

to know how much we appreciate the time and insights you shared with us. 

 

So, we hope by expressing our gratitude here, we will reach at least some of the many people who 

have so graciously shared their stories with us. We would love to hear from you and share the 

stories that have been passed down through generations. Yes, we know that sometimes two family 

members memories of the same event can be very different but there is always a little clue that 

opens another door for us to find the family we are searching for. 

 

And so, to those who have shared your stories with us through the years, we want to say thank you.  

Laverne Aitchison 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


